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Mary Ramstetter is an author of no small merit who has hrouglnt the early (lays of this area alive with her

historical writings and her Jcrilogy concerning a fictional family surmounting the difficulties of pioneer clays to

build this beautiful land.

She said her parents taught her "the magic of words." Her mother wrote poetry, her father wrote history. And
tlley loved the mountains which is reflected in her novels, "Down the Mountains of the Moon" -- which is

recommended readi.ng for Southwest studies at Adams State College in Alamosa; "Down the Va"ey of the
Shadow," and "Ride Bol(ﬂy Ride."

As for "John Gregory Country" written in collaboration with her hus})and, Charlie Ramstetter; much more

than a p]ace-names laoolz, this is an awesome chronicle of land features with so much fact and legencl about
them it becomes a remarkable historical narrative.

Growing up in Golden, she has fond memories of the small town and the open coun{:rysicle around it. When
she went to work in 1058 at Colorado School of Mines as sccretary in t]ne Eng]is}l Departmcnt it sealed her
desti_ny as a writer. Jong hours in the M)rary and archives honed her gi{:t for research that formed the basis of

her writing. She said it was "a couege education that lasted 23 years." She wrote a column for the sc]:wol,
"Window on the Wor]d," which ran in the Transcript.

Her famjly consists of four (laugh’cers and four grandchildren.

Writing awards include finalist at the Book of the Year Awards at the hook expo in San Francisco in 2003

as well as the si.ngle best fictional account of the Mountain Meadows Massacre, Western Writers' of America;
first place in Colorado inclepen(lent pu}.)].ishers

Y
(/ivic projects include helping defeat the proposecl aggregate mining at the Clear Creek Canyon entrance and
aicling in the preservation of more than 10,000 acres in the foothills l)y restricting ngl'_l—(lcnsi'ly (leve]opments.

1
I have known many people who became legends," she said. That I am a small ]zeeper of their }u'story is

enoug]'n." Now her c].esignation as a Golden Living Landmark makes her a legend in her own time.



