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2 Jo Ann Thistlewood ﬁ

I{: human compassion were couplecl with i_n'tc]ligcncc, tenacily and grace and given a name, il would be called Jo

Ann Thistlewood. Originauy a native of South Dakota, Jo Ann came to Denver to study nursing at Saint
Anthony’s TTospital, where she completed her course work and became a registered nurse.

A&er marrying her husband Keitll, t}_ley moved to the City of Golden in 1952 = where thcy still occupy the house

into which t]]ey then moved and where t]_lcy raised their family. To&ay, their sons, David and Joseph often visit
their parents, with wives Ke]ly and Mary and their children.

Jo Ann became the President of the Christian Action Ghuild, after wc')rlziug for the organization for 15 years. She held
that office for the next 20 years, and this is prol)al)ly the posilion ]3y which she is best known })y the residents of Golden.
The Guild is an ecumenical not-For——pro{i.t organization, which not only runs a local food bank and thrilt store, but
provic],es emergency financial assistance in the form of rent, utilities and medical aid to the ncccly of the City of Golden.

Her work in Golden and with the Guild has proviclecl her with countless honors, awards and no toriety. Despite all

this recognition, Jo Ann insisls that she is jusl cloing ‘the riglmt thing’. She has said that the outpouring of the
Colden community has 12ept her going thr.ough-out the years.

In 1976, Jo Ann was instrumental in l)ringing the one-room Guy Hill School down from Golden Gate Canyon
to its new location in front of the old Mitchell Elemontary Sclmol, as part of the celebration of Colorado’s

centennial.

Wlleu slle and Lorraine Wagcnlmch co—au'l;hore(l t]:1e Loole entit]ed “G‘olclen: le 19“‘ Century", a numl)e.r of
years ago, t]:\.cy turned over its copyright to the Golden Civic Foundation. Its royalities continue to prof‘it the
Foundation and the Ci‘ly of Golden.

A few years ago Jo Ann said “In looleing back over the years, | l'lones{:ly feel that my'eﬁorl;s have been successful
n }J.elpi.ng make Golden a reauy great place to live and have fun in”. She continued ljy saying that “ If T wasn't
having fun, I wouldn't be here”.

JO Ann Thistlewood is the conscience of our community. She is a doer. She daily pr()vides love and care and

comfort as well as Worlcuy goods to the many troubled souls who constantly seck her out. U nqucsliona})ly, Jo Ann
T]:lisllcwoocl has })een one Of G()l(len's Living Lan(lmarks {OI‘ over {:i&y years.



