Golden Landmarks Association
Preserving Qur Past, Protecting Our Future

Living Landmark Award
2004

o Larry McWilliams iy

Larry McWilliams was born in North Platte, N ehraslza, then gra.clualccl [rom Regis Co“ege in Denver in
1952. He served in the US Army in Korea [rom 1952 to 1954 where he was a corrcsponde,nt for the Stars
and Stripes newspaper. He received his M.A. clegree [rom UNC in G‘ree]ey, then later attended the University
of Madrid from where he reccived a DEH clegree and Columbia U niversity on a Jo}m. [lay Fellowship.
In 1956 he moved to Golden and began teaching Spanish at Wheat Ridge High School. He taught at
Arvada Wesl High School from 1963 to 1967, then he was appo'mte(l {:oreign languagc coordinator for
J eﬂerso n Cm.m’cy Scllools un’til 11(: rc’ci:r:ccl in. 1983.
Larry often took evening walks around Golden and stoppccl occasi.on.a”_y to talk with Mrs. Marshall who
opera’ced the ()l(l stone rooming housc al ].2[]1 aml Arapal'loe {'rom 1956 lo 1971 Maus. ,Marsl'na]l ]1a(1 talzen hi.m
l}mroud‘h it and talked to him about the lnstory of the old })uilcling He also talked to Irene Goetze, the claughter
i1 law of I(ld. (Joclie, who had purcllase(l tlle Astor House in 1892, [rene and Oscar Goetze oper: alccl l}\c Astor
[House as a lsoa:njmg lrlouse unlnl 1950. Wlﬁen Larrv Nth]lmms [ound oul ‘:rom Mrs. Marshall tha’c the Astor
House had been condemned l)y the city in 1971 he locgan thmlzj.ng of ways to preserve the old J)uLHJ.ng

o lle solicited support [rom soveral sym. pa’cl‘netlc groups (’clle Bapllsls were capocm”y supportive hecause

their old church had been demolished just a few years hefore)

o Ile was instrumental in the formation of the Golden Landmarks Association.

e He attended many city council meetings and spolze 'Frequently, often waxing C].oque,n t]y.

e  Because of his cfforts he persua(lecl two councilmen to hclp convince their compatriots.

e lle wrote letters to the editor of the Golden lranscrlpt
Astor House was even on the front page of the Denver Post and the Roclzy Mt. News. From October 1971
to June 1972 he never gave up the fight, in fact it energized him. In February 1972 his living room was the
})u-thpl'ncc of Golden Iandmarks Association when a sLan(lmg room. on]y crowd gatherecl to plol slralegies.
He stood up to the 191g three. GLA persuaclecl Council to let us renovate the 11vmg room at our expense as a
trial. Then we invited the council to a dinner of Cornish pasties and apple. pie. The Transcnpl Ii cl1’cor, Neil
Paulson, came oul against saving Astor House, but he did print all the letters to the editor that flooded in.
There was so much conlroversy Council decided to have a referendum and volunteers went door to door. The
margin for purc]n.ase won with 66% of the vote.

tor House was the first l)uil(ling in Golden listed on the National Register of Historic Places. If it weren't

for Larry McWilliams there would be no Astor House s’cancling t(xla.y. One person CAN make a difference.
Larry McWilliams made a difference in Golden!



