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&Charles L. Hearnﬁ

p. spending his formative years in South Texas, Chuck Hearn joined the Uniled States Marine
C‘orp 11()pi11g to see some of the world. Most of his four years of duty were served in the Second and
Third Marines Division and his travels took him to Japan, Korea, Formosa and the Philippines. In
1958, as the Korean War was winding down, Chuck left the Marincs and returned to Texas. He
earned a degree in Architecture from Texas AGM Universily in 1964.

By 1968, Chuck decided to try a new career path in Urban Planning. He returned to Texas A&M
lo carn his Masler's Degree in Urban and Regional Planning. Armed with his new degree and career
interest, Chuck was led to Jefferson County, C.o].orado, where he as able 1o cxp]orc the (1cve]opmcnt
capa]ji]ilics of 1arge gcograplaical arcas. Here, land planning use was happening on a regional level.
Jef-fersan County’s first Mountain Comprehensive Plan was one of his r.csponsi])ililics. Evcnlua“y
Chuck, and his wife, Polly started the ITcarn Planning Consulting firm.

In ear]y 1974, the City of Golden advertised for its first city planner, and Chuck was a natural fit.
He was hired to (‘1evelop and update the city's C()mprellensive plan, zoning regulations, and to
originate a Parks and Recreation p].an.. But Chuck’s favorite task of all was to draft ordinances Lo the

[Historic Prescrvalion Board and Downlown Renewal Plan.

Y "
(./hucle says, “I've been in this wonderful town 1onger than anywhere else, t]xirty very rewarding years.
Businesses have come and gone, revenues have been up and down. And this city has been an urban
? . - - - -
planner s dream. [ have always believed that plalmmg shines 1)nghtes’c when it can educate the most
cilizens, when il p.rovi(les information for decision mdlz.'m.g to townsfolk who want to leeep improving

their qua]ity of life and that of their children. T'm very grate{Lu] that gol(len allowed me to live a dream.”

This year, as Chuck prepares to retire, we thank him for his years of service and guidance and
helping to make Golden the historic and livable town that we love.



