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[rma Wyl].s was born in St. Char_les, Missouri and moved to Golden in 1963. Irma is an accomphshccl journalist,
playwr.i.g},lt and historian. Irma was one of the founders of the Foothills Art Center, which grew oul of a series of
international watercolor worlzshops that she organized in the early 1960’s. She served as the Center’s first director

in 1967.

Irma’s carcer as a jouma]ist has lmmgllt her national recognition. She has worked for several local and regiona].
pu]nlications, winning national honors for her storics and serving as Assistant Editor of the Golden Daily
Transcript from ]969 — 1970. Shc has hacl several poems pul)lishecl, her Prairie (] 994) and Last _Days ( 1996)
were given awards as outstancling poetry ])y the National Lil)rary of Poetry and are included in an anthology in the
T,ilwrary of Congress.

In 1982 she was appointed to the Jelferson County Historical Commission. From 1988 to 1995 Irma served as
director of the Gofjcrl Pioneer Museum, ];)r_i_u.g.i_n.g the museum national recognilion for its curatorial standards
and exhibits. In 1995 she received the first h_onoi‘ary title of Territorial Marshall for contributions made toward
maintaining the historical character and si_g.niEica.tlce of Golden. Coors has recognized her with an award for her
work on their “History of Golden” video. Irma also received an award [rom the City of Golden for estalalislling
‘Columbine Day’, an an nual event that honors historical aspects of the area.

Irma has served on the Golden Chamber of Commerce Task Force and as President of the Golden Cultural
Aﬂiance, initiating the popular Heart and Souls month. She was a member of t]ne Golden Iandmarks Association,
co—chairing the Christmas House Tours and writing several Fund—raising “}u's;to,ry-n:\ysLe]ry’y p]Aa_vs based on true
]ﬁs’cory of the area.

In 1995 Irma received the first honomry title of Territorial Marshall for contributions toward mainlaining the
historical character and signi[icance of Golden. She p]ayecl a pr:i_ncip]e role in the campaign lo save two historic
cabins in Golden Gate Canyon. In conjunction with Jcﬁerson County Open Space, the City of Golden and
Golden Landmarks Association, lrma was successful in having the Pearce and Reynolds cabins moved to their
present location on 11% Strect. These cabins formed the basis E)r what is now the Clear Creek History Park.

In 1999, Trma was imlucte(l in to t]:le ]e]r:Eerson Cou_nLy HisLorical Commission's ”a” mc Fame for outstanding
conlributions to historic preservation in Jeﬂerson County. Irma currently writes the “History Page” for the
Sentinel and Transcript newspapers. She is also a freelance contributor to other rcgional and national
pul)lical;ions.



